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Judge Melanson to Receive Oath of Office 

 
 

(Boise) – Chief Justice Daniel T. Eismann has announced that Governor C.L. "Butch" 
Otter is scheduled to administer the oath of office to newly appointed Court of Appeals Judge 
John M. Melanson on Wednesday, October 21, 2009, at 3:00 p.m. in the Idaho Supreme Court 
courtroom in Boise, Idaho.  

 
Judge John M. Melanson is a 1966 graduate of Blackfoot High School, a 1978 graduate 

of Idaho State University (B.B.A.) and a 1981 graduate of the University of Idaho College of 
Law (J.D.). He is a U.S. Army veteran having served in Vietnam in with the 9th Infantry 
Division as a hovercraft operator. He practiced law in Buhl, Idaho from 1981 through 1994. He 
received the Idaho State Bar Pro Bono Publico Award in 1994. In 1995 he was appointed 
Magistrate Judge for Lincoln County, a position in which he served until December 2000 when 
Governor Kempthorne appointed him District Judge for the Fifth Judicial District with chambers 
in Minidoka County. He was elected to that position in 2002 and reelected 2006.  

 
The Idaho Supreme Court appointed Judge Melanson presiding judge of the Snake River 

Basin Adjudication in 2003. In 2009 he was appointed to the Idaho Court of Appeals by 
Governor Otter. He resides in Boise with his wife Pamela. 

 
### 

 

Contact: 
Patricia Tobias 
Administrative Director of the Courts 
Idaho Supreme Court 
Boise, Idaho 
Phone: 208-334-2246 
FAX:  208-947-7590 
Email: ptobias@idcourts.net 
Judiciary’s Website:  http://www.isc.idaho.gov  
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